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This report will be considered in public 

 
 
 
1. Summary  

 
1.1 This report seeks the Committee’s agreement to the report on preparations for staging an 

environmentally sustainable London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Committee formally agrees the report, Going for Green - progress towards 
staging a sustainable Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The Environment Committee agreed at its meeting on 11 March 2010 to conduct a review into the 

environmental sustainability of the staging of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

  

3.2 The term of reference for this investigation was to assess the progress of the London Organising 

Committee of the Olympic Games in preparing to deliver environmentally sustainable events and 

activities in London during the period of the Olympic and Paralympic Games 2012. 

3.3 At its meeting on 15 July 2010, the following people attended to answer the Committee’s questions 

on progress in preparations to stage an environmentally sustainable Olympic Games and Paralympic 

Games in 2012: 

 Neale Coleman, Director of Olympic Co-ordination, Greater London Authority;  

 David Stubbs, Head of Sustainability, London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and 

Paralympic Games; 

 Simon Wright, Director of Infrastructure and Utilities, Olympic Delivery Authority; 

 Katherine Symonds, Olympics Communications and Sustainability Manager, Coca Cola Great 

Britain; and 

 Shaun McCarthy, Chairman, Commission for a Sustainable London 2012. 

 
 



        

4. Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 A copy of the draft report, Going for Green - progress towards staging a sustainable Olympic and 

Paralympic Games is attached as Appendix 1 for the Committee’s consideration and formal 

agreement. 

4.2 Officers confirm that the report and recommendations identified fall within the term of reference. 

4.3 The report includes the following recommendations: 

Recommendation 1 

LOCOG should produce, in advance of ticket launch (spring 2011), a plan to promote sustainable 

travel at the point of ticket sale. 

Suggested elements for this plan include: 

- working with ticket distributors such as north-west Europe National Olympic Committees 

- working with providers of rail and coach transport, and of carbon offsets 

- informing spectators about sustainable travel options and facilitating access to them 

- developing special promotional fares for the Games period. 

Recommendation 2 

London 2012 and GLA City Operations should (by June 2011) set targets for the re-use of 

temporary materials and say how this will be monitored and reported on.  When reporting on the 

leasing of temporary materials, it should be made clear whether materials are new or re-used at the 

beginning of the lease, and whether they are available for re-use after the lease. 

Recommendation 3 

LOCOG should increase its efforts to secure new local renewable sources to deliver 20 per cent of 

Games-time electricity, provided that these new sources can be delivered with sufficient local 

capacity and in a cost-effective way. 

Recommendation 4 

GLA City Operations should publish, by June 2011, plans showing how London 2012 sustainability 

standards, including carbon footprint management, will be applied at the live sites they will run and 

in cultural events which the Mayor sponsors, and how the standards will be monitored and reported 

on. 

Recommendation 5 

The GLA group should immediately commit to take up the environmental standards coming out of 

the Olympics and Paralympics, such as BS 8901, and should implement them across all relevant 

operations as soon as practicable. 

Recommendation 6 

London 2012 should set out, by March 2011, how it will quantify the carbon savings, to be achieved 

through take up of best practice standards and wider behaviour change, that are to compensate for 

the unavoidable emissions of the Games.  The quantification and attribution should be robust, 

matching Gold Standard offsets or equivalent. 

London 2012 should also by December 2011 give an initial tonnage estimate for the carbon to be 

compensated.  London 2012 should seek to achieve savings greater than the unavoidable owned 

emissions and thereby achieve a net-positive carbon impact. 



        

Recommendation 7 

The ODA should ensure that the revised Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Olympic 

transport plan is published, with the modelling of Games-related traffic and emissions, in time to 

inform the consultations on each element of the ORN.    Decision on the ORN should not be taken 

until this informed consultation has taken place. 

Recommendation 8 

The Mayor should publish, by December 2011, NO2 concentration modelling for Games time, taking 

into account traffic and other activity related to the Games.  The Mayor should take, or secure from 

the Government, action to ensure that NO2 levels are reduced as far as possible towards the EU limit 

(or, failing that, the tolerance margin) by the time of the 2012 Games. 

Recommendation 9 

There should be best-practice re-use and recycling facilities not only in Olympic and Paralympic 

venues but around them, at live sites, on London’s transport system and in other key visitor 

destinations.  The Mayor, with Games organisers, sponsors and GLA City Operations, should (by 

June 2011) set out plans to achieve this. 

Recommendation 10 

LOCOG should take active steps to secure the achievement of Food Vision aspirational standards.  

With sponsors and suppliers, it should set out (by March 2011) how and to what extent each 

aspirational standard is expected to be met. 

Recommendation 11 

The GLA should set out (by June 2011) how and to what extent the live sites they will run expect to 

use and promote local and independent caterers and food producers. 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 
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